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Monday,  

September 16th  

Over the past few weeks, I have been preaching a sermon se-
ries about Ebenezer. In the first week, we learned that people 
mostly got to Ebenezer either through birth or marriage. They 
stayed because they met someone, encountered someone, 
loved someone at the church. They shared names of those who 
are now with God who welcomed them, checked on them, sup-
ported them.   

 

In our second week, we learned that church is not just a place of worship. Yes, we sing and 
read and respond, but we connect. We spend time asking about one another, checking on 
each other, caring for each other. The world is full of ñfluffyò connections, of those simple 
questions and answers that do not go very deep. Yet, at church, we ask the questions about 
the struggles and really want to know how we can help, support, comfort. 

 

The third week (coming up) will be spent talking about how to relate church to everyone 
else.  For those who are not in church or who have fallen away, church is often boring, re-
petitive, unnecessary. As a matter of fact, any time I have done the group building exercise 
of who gets kicked out of the bomb shelter first, it is always the clergy person, as we all 
know that we can communicate directly with God ourselves. Yet, it is not the clergy who 
makes church, or the music, or the building or pews. It is each other. Church IS the people 
because that is where we meet Christ. 

 

This world is full of pain, alienation, loneliness. Many of us struggle with so much internally, 
our external shells never share it. We suffer in silence from hurts of the past, pains of regret 
or wishes we could change. Some of us wake up with grief every single day. The reality is 
that time does not heal all wounds, it simply invites us to deal with them, stuff them down, 
pretend like they are gone or adapt to life in a new way. There are pains that will never go 
away. The only thing worse than the suffering, is suffering alone. This is where church is ab-
solutely necessary.  You donôt have to suffer alone in church. You donôt have to mask the 
pain, struggles, difficulties.  Church is for those, not to hide from them. So often we feel like 
burdens if we share or that we ñshouldò have gotten over things. But that is not true. We all 
deal in many ways and there is no one way to deal with things. Some are able to get it out 
and move on while others hold onto things and continue to struggle. 

 

No matter how you deal with life, church wants to deal with it with you. We want to sit with 
your pain, hear your struggles, cry with you and for you. There is no burden too great that 
the church cannot handle. We donôt fix or solve the problems (and we all know church has 
its own set of challenges) but we do offer a space and people to care, support, struggle to-
gether.   

 

This life is not meant to be lived alone, but we need the comfort, care and love of others.  
Although imperfect, church offers that space. The space to be you, to struggle, to share, to 
get out the hurts, pains and awfulness of life.   

 

The singing in comforting, scriptures are challenging, readings and sermons are guiding, but 
the real purpose of church, our true calling, is to be there for one anotheréno judgments, no 
expectations, just simply to walk with one another on this crazy journey called life, through 
the peaks and valleys. 



1 - Will Brown  

2 - Virginia Naatz  

2 - Judith Strauss  

3 - Kathleen Orval  

11 - James Parmley 

11 - Benjamin Berger  

15 - Robert Hahn  

16 - Julie Pattengale  

19 - Sally Parmley 

20 - Carol Schultz  

25 - Robert Hamann 

25 - Dalton Krueger  

28 - Kathy Liederbach  

29 - Liz Walsh  

12 - Scott & Jill Beerbohm  

14 - Bob & Tammy Meyer  

18 - John & Jean Walker  

18 - Travis & Emily Hamann  

30 - Joe & Shelly Degrandt  

30 - Robert & Dianne Hamann  

Last month we enjoyed a 

trip to Culvers to enjoy ice 

cream and friendship!  

 

Join us this month for a 

Bible Study, games, snacks and fun.  Ideal for 

kids 6th grade and under.  

DOWNTOWN WINE WALK  

The Watertown Chamber of Commerce is hosting a 
wine walk on Thursday, September 12th.  

 

Some members of Ebenezer have signed up and 
plan on going together. Theresa Rabbach is working 
on t-shirts for the event.  

 

If you wish to participate, please go to the chamber of 
commerce website and reserve your spot (spaces are 
limited). Then sign up for a t-shirt in the church nar-
thex. This will be a great way to connect to the com-
munity and each other!  

 

Even if you are not a wine drinker, this is a great time 
to check out local businesses and meet new friends! 

SANDWICHES IN THE PARK  

Brothers and Sisters, 

As summer comes to a close, I would like to take a 
moment to talk about the new ministry Ebenezer took 
part in for the very first time. After a small turn out at 
Sandwiches in the Park the very first week, I am 
happy to say that the remaining Friday's, we helped to 
provide meals to about 45 people. That is amazing! I 
want to give my most sincere thanks to everyone who 
made this possible. Whether you donated the food, 
money, prayers, or your time, each of you played such 
an important role in making this a success. "Well 
done, good and faithful servants." I ask that we all 
prayerfully consider doing  this again next year and 
will welcome any tips into making this as successful 
as possible. Thank you all again for supporting me in 
this outreach. 

 

In Christian love and gratitude, 

Theresa Vesper, Elder 



PRAYER MINISTRY 
ñDo not be anxious about any-
thing, but in everything by 
prayer and petition, with thanks-
giving, present your requests to 
God.ò  Philippians 4:6.   

 

If you would like to add a prayer 
request, please contact one of 

the Elders.   

 

For prayer requests to be included in the weekly 
bulletin, please contact Pastor Katie 
(pastor.kvdl@gmail.com) BEFORE Wednesday 
of each week. 

GREETERS, LAY READERS &  

FELLOWSHIP HOSTS 
If you are interested in being 
a  greeter  or  lay reader,  or 
hosting Fellowship Hour after 
the  church  service,  please 
sign up.   

 

The  Elder  on  duty  each 
month will pass around the 
clipboards  before  worship 
begins and will collect them 
at the end of announcements.  

 

If you wish to sign up after the service is over, 
the clipboards will be in the Narthex. 

 

REACHING OUTé 
This is a list of members that may not be able to 
attend church regularly.   Please feel free to contact 
them via mail. If you wish to have your contact infor-
mation or someone close to you added, please con-
tact Shelly Degrandt at (920)988-6281 or at de-
grandts@gmail.com. 

 

Leroy Gronert, Sr.  

Dycora Nursing Home 

Apt. 201 

430 Wilcox St. 

Fort Atkinson, WI 53538 

 

Douglas Rabbach  

Park Ridge (Zinzendorf) 

1148 Bayberry Drive 

Watertown, WI 53098 

 

Joyce Kopp  

317 Lauren Lane 

Watertown, WI 53094 

 

Carol Schultz  

Park Terrace 

1047 Hill Street, Room 2528 

Watertown, WI 53098  

 

Todd Hamann #627678  

Thompson Correctional Center 

434 State Farm Road 

Day of Service  

Sunday September 15  
Sunday September 15th is designated as the 
Northern Province Day of Service.  

 

Breakfast will be provided at 8:45am. The congre-
gation will gather together for a brief worship at 
10am and then get to serving!  

 

There will be opportunities to be in the community 
and in our church. This is a wonderful chance to 
ñdo ministryò and I hope everyone will come and 
experience serving Christ through our work. There 
will be options for involvement and tasks for all 
ages and abilities. No need to wear your ñSunday 
best,ò as we may be doing some ñdirtyò work.  

 

After our varied ministries, we will all gather to-
gether at church for lunch provided by the Board of 
Elders. We have the unique opportunity to experi-
ence worship in a new way and discover God 
working through not only our praise, but our works. 
Join us. 



NOISY OFFERING UPDATES 
July to September ñ  Mount Morris 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July to September, 2018  ñ $131.20 to Shared Community Mission 

October to December, 2018  ñ $160.17 went to Watertown Humane Society 

January to March, 2019 ñ $132.27 went to Helping Hands Fund (Ebenezer) 

April to June, 2019 ñ $165.70  went to Jefferson Senior Nutrition 

 

If you have any suggestions for future rotations, please share your 

idea with one of the Elders. 

ñThe Gameò Night Lock-
In is scheduled for Satur-
day night, October 12th 
beginning at 6pm.  Din-
ner, snacks and breakfast 
will be provided.  

 

We will be playing ñthe gameò from camp, 
watching movies, snacking and having fun. 
Please invite your friends! Kids ages 7th 
grade through college are going to have a 
blast! 

 

Wednesday September 25th, join us for a 
Young Adult Bible Study and planning 
meeting from 6-7:30pm. Lots to talk about, 
plan and createétwo exciting events! 

Join us at Fiesta Gari-
baldi on Tuesday Sep-
tember 24th at 6pm for 
our Book Club. The 
book choice is still be-
ing determined, watch 
the bulletin (and 
emails) for the book 

choice.   Even if you cannot read the book, 
join us for a fun night out! 

CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX MINISTRY  

In mid -October any interested Ebenezer 

members will have the opportunity to 

participate in Samaritanõs Purse Christ-

mas shoe box ministry. You may remem-

ber this program from previous years. 

Christmas gift items for children are 

purchased and packed in shoe boxes to 

be distributed by a Christian relief or-

ganization called Samaritanõs Purse. Chil-

dren around the world receive the shoe 

box for Christmas. Watch for more de-

tails in the October newsletter.  



ACTIVITY GROUP ñAò  

Leaders Bob (920-342-4304) &  

Tammy (920-342-3849) Meyer 

AND 

JoAnn Draheim - (920) 285-8978 OR 

(920) 285-9983  

November 2019 -- January 2020  

Karissa Bender - (920) 342-3347 

Kaylin Bender - (920) 285-6984 

Shari Bender - (920) 285-6984 

Pat Counsell - (920) 261-2730 

Kris Kerr - (920) 261-1523 

MaryLou Kopp - (920) 261-2096 

Scott & Christine Kopp - (920) 253-1919 

Bob & Tammy Meyer - (920) 342-3849 

Arlene Molly - (920) 699-2133 

Dorothy Rein - (920) 261-4269 

Allison Rein - (920) 206-1411 

Emmaleigh Rein - (920) 206-1411 

Eric & Tracey Rein - (920) 206-1411 

Lee & Tracy Saxby - (920) 261-6251 

Carol Schultz 

Everett, Jr. & Judith Strauss - (920) 261-2006 

Ken & Linda Strauss - (920) 262-0094 

Aaron & Katie Van der Linden -  (610) 442-3790 

Joe & Anne Walsh - (920) 699-2884 

Donald & Karol Wesemann - (920) 261-7388 

Trudi Wesemann - (920) 342-4133 

James & Amanda Baneck - (920) 285-6248 

Nathan & Angela Baum - (920) 988-2230 

Chris Bender - (920) 342-4218 

John & Nancy Braatz - (920) 261-4333 

Carol Britts - (920) 261-9493 

Seth Brown & Teaya - (920) 220-0166 

Bohdi Degrandt - (920) 342-5277 OR 

(920) 988-6281 (Shelly) 

Joe & Shelly Degrandt - (920) 699-2178 

Jillian Degrandt - (920) 342-1289 

Jon Gehler - (920) 342-2945 

Amanda Harris - (920) 248-9304 

ACTIVITY GROUP ñBò ð Co-Leaders  

Dennis & Linda Rabbach (920-699-3781)  

AND  

Tom & Virginia Naatz (920-699-3118) 

May - July 2019  

Gerald & Paula Harris - (262) 617-6579 (Paula) 

(920) 723-8587 (Gerald) 

Yolanda Yahn - (920) 253-6617 

Sue Kopp - (920) 699-3504 

Darrick Krueger 

Dalton Krueger - (920) 220-9626 

Darrin & Trudy Krueger - (920) 220-9626 

Tom & Ginny Naatz - home - (920) 699-3118 

Tim & Julie Pattengale - (920) 988-6130 

Dennis & Linda Rabbach - (920) 699-3781 

Douglas Rabbach 

Barbara Rich - (920) 421-3133 

Jozelle Roberts - (920) 248-9304 

Andy Roberts - (920) 285-4723 

Marion Schwartz 

Theresa & John Vesper - (920) 941-0152 

Charles & Judy Wesemann - (920) 261-6880 

Emma Wegner - (920) 285-1370 

Scott & Jill Beerbohm - (920) 988-4714 

Janet Butzine - (920) 390-2264 

Chris Cahill - (920) 699-2867 

Craig & Melissa Cahill - (920) 699-2867 

Robert Hahn - (920) 261-5849 

Bob & Dianne Hamann - (920) 261-6685 

Todd Hamann 

Travis & Emily Hamann - (920) 262-8257 

Joyce Kopp - (920) 261-7972 

Greg & Linda Lippens - (920) 261-2061 

Kari & Matt Maass - (920) 253-7297 

Francis & Kathie Orval - (414) 416-0225 

Reinhold Petig - (920) 261-6892 

William Petig - (920) 261-2486 

Doug & Kris Schefft - (920) 285-1048 

Clifford & Dianne Schuett - (920) 261-9120 

Carole Schumacher - (920) 261-2005 

Diane Tuhy - (920) 253-1481 

Megan Weihert - (920) 253-8139 

Bob & Dawn Westenberg - (920) 261-7068 

Glennis Zastrow - (920) 261-3731 

LAST UPDATE: January 2019  

ACTIVITY GROUP ñCò  ð Co-Leaders  

Linda (920-253-8137) & Gregg Lippens  

(920-253-8136) HOME: (920-261-2061)  

AND  

Doug (920-285-1045) & Kris (920-285-1048) 
Schefft 

August - October 2019  



ELDERS: 2019-2020 

 Pastor Katie : Chair  

  (610) 442 -3790  

  Pastor.kvdl@gmail.com 

 Tom Naatz : Vice Chair  

  (920) 699 -3118 

  tanacer@charter.net  

 Tammy Meyer : Secretary  

  (920) 342 -3849)  

  rtmeyer6971@yahoo.com  

 Linda Lippens: Communication 

  (920) 253 -8137 

  lindalippens@charter.net  

 Theresa Vesper : Musician Liaison 

  920 -342 -8021 

  tlynnr83@gmail.com.  

 Trudy Krueger: Visitation  

  (920) 220 -9626  

  3djtkrueger@charter.net  

 

TRUSTEES: 2019-2020 

 John Gehler: Chair 

  (920) 342 -2945  

  Gehler.ja2@gmail.com 

 John Vesper: Vice Chair  

  920 -248 -6910  

  johnvesper.jv@gmail.com  

 Anne Davies - Walsh: Secretary  

  (920) 699 -2884  

  adwcs@tds.net  

 Megan Weihert: CEF Representative  

  (920) 253 -8139 

  lippensm@live.com 

 Kris Kerr  

  (920) 261 -1523 

  4malsmom@gmail.com 

CAMP UPDATE 
The Moravian Church Western District offers many camping 
opportunities for its youth. Youth and their family pay a $35 fee 
at the time of registration; Ebenezer pays the balance of the 
cost of the camp. 

 

There are five camping programs each summer. One program 
(Camp Mindyy) is held in Minnesota and is for Minnesota and 
North Dakota youth. Four camps for youth ranging from com-
pletion of first grade through age 21 are held at the Moravian 
camp Mt. Morris. 

 

Ebenezer sent two campers to Chetek (grades 9 thru age 21), 
two campers to Winmor (grades 6-8), four campers to Junior 
Camp (grades 3-5), three campers to 4-M (grades 1-2). Ebene-
zer also had a number of adults who filled in as staff (Camp 
Director, program director, kitchen workers, cabin counselors, 
registrar). One camper did a camper exchange; after attending 
Chetek she went to Tar Hollow (camp for Mid-States) and at-
tended their camp. 

 

This year Ebenezer was given a gift and challenged to invite 
friends and neighbors to experience camp at no cost to those 
campers. In addition to Ebenezer youth, we add one camper 
attend Winmor, three campers attend Junior, and one camper 
attend 4-M. Also, a parent and sibling of some of these camp-
ers volunteered their time to work in the kitchen and help out in 
the cabins. 

 

The theme for 2019 camping was "Won't you be my 
neighbor?". The various camps raised funds and did projects to 
help our neighbors. 

 

�x WINMOR collected mission money which is being sent to 
the Ahuas Hospital in Honduras to fund their Infant Feeding 
Program. 

 

�x JUNIOR CAMP  collected items and made packs to be 
handed out to people in the campers' community. 

 

�x CHETEK raised funds for Star Mountain in Palestine. Mo-
ravians started this mission many years ago to minister to 
people with special health needs. Since this need no longer 
existed, it was turned into a place to provide schooling, oc-
cupational therapy, and job training to people with develop-
mental needs. In fact, one Moravian pastor offered to shave 
his hair if enough funds were raised; he is now enjoying the 
summer with very short hair. These are just a couple of pro-
jects done. 

 

The 2020 camp dates and theme will be announced early in the 
new year. Please watch the newsletter for more information. 
Since all the funds given to Ebenezer were not used, we will be 
encouraging members to invite friends and neighbors to attend 
one of the camps in 2020. For more information on this, please 
contact the church office. 

 

 


