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THE EBENEZER MESSENGER — August 2019

There is nothing new under the sun, or at least I thought. I took
my daughter to get our nails done and we were talking with the
nail techs, as I have done for several months since finding this
cute little nail salon. My daughter pipes up that I am a pastor and
both techs asked what is that. This was a first for me. They had
no idea what a pastor was and even less about church. They
asked repeatedly how one gets invited and the process to be able to attend church. Several
times I simply responded, you just show up. That seemed completely foreign to them. Although rare, I would bet that more people will also question what church is in the next few
years. We are in a post-Christian world and more and more people are growing up without a
faith community. It will no longer be simple just to invite someone to church (not that this is a
simple task to begin with) but we will have to do much more explaining than we had in the
past.
In August, I will be leading a three-part sermon series on Ebenezer Church and why we are
here. Coincidentally, or not, a new member/refresher course will be offered after worship on
those same days (August 11, 18 and 25). In these three weeks, we will not just delve into the
history of our church and building, but into your own personal history. How did you get to
Ebenezer? Who invited you? Why did you stay? What keeps you coming back? For many,
Ebenezer is the only church you have ever known; you were literally born here. Yet for many
others, you came here because someone asked or because you were searching. What were
you looking for and how did you find it here?
In our first week, we will discover how you got here, what made you come into the church in
the first place and whether it was worship and activity or a friendship with someone in the
congregation.
As we look into how Ebenezer evolves, we will share why we stay, what keeps us coming
back and what we experience as a member.
On the third Sunday, we will learn just how to invite someone to church and be reminded
that we are not inviting someone to a one-time experience, but to a community that wishes
to care, support and encourage. It feels so awkward for us to invite someone to our church,
yet so many in our world are lacking exactly what church gives, community and love.
Please try to make each Sunday as they will build off of each other. After the series and
class, we will have the opportunity to reaffirm our faith in Jesus and our commitment to Ebenezer. We will also gain valuable reminders of why we are here and what God asks of us as
members. Often it is hard to invite people to church because we don’t know what to say, being reminded of what others told us and what keep us coming back will be helpful in learning
to share our own stories and welcome others to our church family.

Tuesday 10am to 2 pm
Thursday 10am to 2 pm
Please contact Pastor Katie to make
arrangements for other times.

Monday, August 19th

The Southern Wisconsin Moravians for Mission (SWMM)
are excited to have Rt. Rev.
Chris Giesler speak at our
annual Lovefeast on Sunday, October 6th at Ebenezer Moravian at 2:00 pm.
Bishop Giesler is the Director of Mission Engagement for the Moravian Board of World Mission.
From the Board of World Mission website it states,
in part, that Brother Chris hopes to assist individuals to hear God’s voice, and respond in loving service. Everyone is invited and bring a friend to the
Lovefeast. There will be a luncheon following the
Lovefeast service.

The 1-day VBS that we scheduled at Ebenezer
for Saturday. August 3rd has been cancelled.
Parents with VBS
aged children are
encouraged
to
enroll them in the
1-day VBS at the
Watertown Moravi a n
Ch u rc h ,
which will be held
on Saturday, August
17th from
8:30am
to
2:00pm.
The theme of Watertown’s VBS program is
“Gone Fishing”. Come for a time of Bible Adventure, Crafts, Games and Music.
Continental breakfast served 8:30-9:00am.
The program begins at 9:00am and will end at
2:00pm with a “build your own sundae bar” for
the entire family of participants so we can end
our time together to share their experience.
Lunch is included.
Please call Watertown Moravian Church at
920-261-7494 if you are interested in having
your children attend. Invite friends, neighbors,
relatives, etc. to join in the fun! The more the
merrier!

1 - John Walker
3 - Chloe Lee
7 - Alex Lee
8 - Jodi Wesemann
9 - Dominik Winter
13 - Erin Brown
16 - Todd Hamann
17 - Katrina Langholff
17 - Jillian Degrandt
17 - Kaylin Bender
22 - Douglas Rabbach
22 - Bill Kerr
24 - Angela Baum
31 - Robert Westenberg
31 - Lucas Henry Maass

5 - Francis Jr. & Kathleen Orval
13 - Simon & Carol Britts
13 – Aaron & Katie Van der Linden
15 - Robert & Dawn Westenberg
17 - Timothy & Susan Brown
21 - Matt & Jamie Orval
24 - Darrin & Trudy Krueger
25 - Brandon & Carrie Finley
25 - Stephen & Julie Thomas

REACHING OUT…
This is a list of members that may not be able to
attend church regularly. Please feel free to contact
them via mail. If you wish to have your contact information or someone close to you added, please contact Shelly Degrandt at (920)988-6281 or at degrandts@gmail.com.

Leroy Gronert, Sr.
Dycora Nursing Home
Apt. 201
430 Wilcox St.
Fort Atkinson, WI 53538
Douglas Rabbach
Park Ridge (Zinzendorf)
1148 Bayberry Drive
Watertown, WI 53098
Joyce Kopp
317 Lauren Lane
Watertown, WI 53094
Carol Schultz
Park Terrace
1047 Hill Street, Room 2528
Watertown, WI 53098
Todd Hamann #627678
Thompson Correctional Center
434 State Farm Road

GREETERS, LAY READERS &
FELLOWSHIP HOSTS
If you are interested in being
a greeter or lay reader, or
hosting Fellowship Hour after
the church service, please
sign up.
The Elder on duty each
month will pass around the
clipboards before worship
begins and will collect them
at the end of announcements.
If you wish to sign up after the service is over,
the clipboards will be in the Narthex.

Day of Service
Sunday September 15
This year, the northern province has called all
churches to celebrate Sunday, September 15th as a
Day of Service.
On this day, we will experience church differently.
After breakfast, we will gather in the sanctuary for a
short devotion and prayer time. We will then be
asked to join in a mission either in the church or our
community. We are currently gathering information
on possible volunteer sites for the morning as well
as activities for those with limited mobility. There will
be ministry available for all of us.
Please come this day with a willing heart to see
what mission you could be part of. Afterwards, we
will gather together for a meal and share stories of
how our mornings went. We will also have a time
with the trustees, reminding us that service comes in
many ways. This day will not be like “normal Sundays” but will be the chance to take our worship
from filling ourselves to filling others.
Please bring your friends and family. There will be
ministries available for all ages. Sunday school will
participate in the Day of Service as well, as every
age can share the good news. This is a perfect opportunity to invite someone to church who has not
been, asking them to please help us make a difference in this world. Circle your calendars for this day
of service, opportunity and mission.

PRAYER MINISTRY
“Do

not be anxious about anything,
but in everything by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present
your requests to God.” Philippians
4:6.
If you would like to add a prayer
request, please contact one of the
Elders.
For prayer requests to be included in the weekly
bulletin,
please
contact
Pastor
Katie
(pastor.kvdl@gmail.com) BEFORE Wednesday of
each week.

NOISY OFFERING UPDATES
July to September — Mount Morris

July to September, 2018 — $131.20 to Shared Community Mission
October to December, 2018 — $160.17 went to Watertown Humane Society
January to March, 2019 — $132.27 went to Helping Hands Fund (Ebenezer)
April to June, 2019 — $165.70 went to Jefferson Senior Nutrition
If you have any suggestions for future rotations, please share your
idea with one of the Elders.

AND
June 23: 28 — $1,217.00

Over the past few
months,
we
have
looked at several parables including the unrepentant servant, the
prodigal son, the seeds
sown in various places
and a few others.
This month, we will investigate movies
that may highlight one or several of the
lessons we learned in those parables. It
is only fitting that we then plan a
MOVIE NIGHT AND LOCK-IN. Tentatively scheduled for Saturday, September 14, all youth in 7th grade and older
(even through college) are invited to
come to church for a movie, dinner,
snacks, games and more! Friends are
always invited too! Since September 15
is our day of service, we will wake up
that morning and provide breakfast for
the congregation at 9am. All will be invited to stay and take part in the day of
service, which includes opportunities to
serve around our community.
Please mark your calendars for both
the Bible Study on August 20th and the
lock-in on September 14.

June 30: 40 — $2,882.00
July 7: 41 — $1,780.17
July 14: 30 — $1,085.00

To meet our 2019 budget, weekly offerings
need to be approximately $2,400. Thank you
for your consideration.
Anne Davies-Walsh, Trustee

Please Join us on Wednesday August 7
at 6pm at Rock River Pizza in Watertown for Book Club. This month’s book is
“Night Road” by Kristin Hannah. It is a
novel about two families, joined together
by friendship that are ultimately destroyed through tragedy. Once you pick
it up, it is hard to put down. It is a great
story that deals with parenting, friendship, grief, judgment and much more.
Even if you don’t get a chance to read
the book, please come to dinner and enjoy the conversation and community.

ACTIVITY GROUP “A”
Leaders Bob (920-342-4304) &
Tammy (920-342-3849) Meyer
AND
JoAnn Draheim - (920) 285-8978 OR
(920) 285-9983
November 2019 -- January 2020
Karissa Bender - (920) 342-3347
Kaylin Bender - (920) 285-6984
Shari Bender - (920) 285-6984
Pat Counsell - (920) 261-2730
Kris Kerr - (920) 261-1523
MaryLou Kopp - (920) 261-2096
Scott & Christine Kopp - (920) 253-1919
Bob & Tammy Meyer - (920) 342-3849
Arlene Molly - (920) 699-2133
Dorothy Rein - (920) 261-4269
Allison Rein - (920) 206-1411
Emmaleigh Rein - (920) 206-1411
Eric & Tracey Rein - (920) 206-1411
Lee & Tracy Saxby - (920) 261-6251
Carol Schultz
Everett, Jr. & Judith Strauss - (920) 261-2006
Ken & Linda Strauss - (920) 262-0094
Aaron & Katie Van der Linden - (610) 442-3790
Joe & Anne Walsh - (920) 699-2884
Donald & Karol Wesemann - (920) 261-7388
Trudi Wesemann - (920) 342-4133

ACTIVITY GROUP “B” — Co-Leaders
Dennis & Linda Rabbach (920-699-3781)
AND
Tom & Virginia Naatz (920-699-3118)
May - July 2019
James & Amanda Baneck - (920) 285-6248
Nathan & Angela Baum - (920) 988-2230
Chris Bender - (920) 342-4218
John & Nancy Braatz - (920) 261-4333
Carol Britts - (920) 261-9493
Seth Brown & Teaya - (920) 220-0166
Bohdi Degrandt - (920) 342-5277 OR
(920) 988-6281 (Shelly)
Joe & Shelly Degrandt - (920) 699-2178
Jillian Degrandt - (920) 342-1289
Jon Gehler - (920) 342-2945
Amanda Harris - (920) 248-9304

Gerald & Paula Harris - (262) 617-6579 (Paula)
(920) 723-8587 (Gerald)
Yolanda Yahn - (920) 253-6617
Sue Kopp - (920) 699-3504
Darrick Krueger
Dalton Krueger - (920) 220-9626
Darrin & Trudy Krueger - (920) 220-9626
Tom & Ginny Naatz - home - (920) 699-3118
Tim & Julie Pattengale - (920) 988-6130
Dennis & Linda Rabbach - (920) 699-3781
Douglas Rabbach
Barbara Rich - (920) 421-3133
Jozelle Roberts - (920) 248-9304
Andy Roberts - (920) 285-4723
Marion Schwartz
Theresa & John Vesper - (920) 941-0152
Charles & Judy Wesemann - (920) 261-6880
Emma Wegner - (920) 285-1370

ACTIVITY GROUP “C” — Co-Leaders
Linda (920-253-8137) & Gregg Lippens
(920-253-8136) HOME: (920-261-2061)
AND
Doug (920-285-1045) & Kris (920-285-1048)
Schefft
August - October 2019
Scott & Jill Beerbohm - (920) 988-4714
Janet Butzine - (920) 390-2264
Chris Cahill - (920) 699-2867
Craig & Melissa Cahill - (920) 699-2867
Robert Hahn - (920) 261-5849
Bob & Dianne Hamann - (920) 261-6685
Todd Hamann
Travis & Emily Hamann - (920) 262-8257
Joyce Kopp - (920) 261-7972
Greg & Linda Lippens - (920) 261-2061
Kari & Matt Maass - (920) 253-7297
Francis & Kathie Orval - (414) 416-0225
Reinhold Petig - (920) 261-6892
William Petig - (920) 261-2486
Doug & Kris Schefft - (920) 285-1048
Clifford & Dianne Schuett - (920) 261-9120
Carole Schumacher - (920) 261-2005
Diane Tuhy - (920) 253-1481
Megan Weihert - (920) 253-8139
Bob & Dawn Westenberg - (920) 261-7068
Glennis Zastrow - (920) 261-3731
LAST UPDATE: January 2019

Support our Schools (SOS)!
Shared Community Missions annually collects school
supplies for students who may not be able to afford
supplies on their own.
The distribution nights this year are scheduled for August 19 and 20th at St. Henry’s School downtown. In
order to be successful, we need to collect lots of supplies! The list of supplies is below and will come in quite
handy when you go shopping! Please bring items to
church and place them in the bin and we will make sure
they get to the distribution.
Also, mark those dates on your calendars as they need
plenty of help as each family is helped through the
process by a volunteer. Volunteers arrive at 4 for orientation and stay till 7/8 to help clean up for the evening.
It is a great opportunity to meet people in our community and make sure all kids have the supplies they
need.
Support Our Schools (SOS) Supply List 2019
Backpacks
Scientific Calculators
Washable Markers (8 set)
Markers (8 set)
School Glue Bottles
Glue Sticks
Pencil Boxes
Large Erasers
Pencils
Colored Pencil Sets
Dry Erase Markers
Highlighters
Red Pens
Black or Blue Pens
Mechanical Pencils
Book Covers
Composition Notebooks
Sketch Pads
Index Cards
Plastic Folders - plain or designs
Folders with clips in the center
Folders - standard, 2 pocket
Spiral Notebook (college or wide)
Loose Leaf Filler Paper (college or wide)
1” 3 Ring Binders
Dividers for notebooks/binders
Kleenex
Pencil Sharpeners
Ear Buds

ELDERS: 2019-2020
Pastor Katie: Chair
(610) 442-3790
Pastor.kvdl@gmail.com
Tom Naatz: Vice Chair
(920) 699-3118
tanacer@charter.net
Tammy Meyer: Secretary
(920) 342-3849)
rtmeyer6971@yahoo.com
Linda Lippens: Communication
(920) 253-8137
lindalippens@charter.net
Theresa Vesper: Musician Liaison
920-342-8021
tlynnr83@gmail.com.
Trudy Krueger: Visitation
(920) 220-9626
3djtkrueger@charter.net

TRUSTEES: 2019-2020
John Gehler: Chair
(920) 342-2945
Gehler.ja2@gmail.com
John Vesper: Vice Chair
920-248-6910
johnvesper.jv@gmail.com
Anne Davies-Walsh: Secretary
(920) 699-2884
adwcs@tds.net
Megan Weihert: CEF Representative
(920) 253-8139
lippensm@live.com
Kris Kerr
(920) 261-1523
4malsmom@gmail.com

PRAYER CHAIN
If you have any prayer requests or want to be included on
the Ebenezer Prayer Chain, please contact Pastor Katie
Van der Linden at (610) 442-3790 OR pastor.kvdl@gmail.com.
The most important thing to remember is to have permission of the person or family before you request it be included on the Prayer Chain.
Also, please be sure to just give facts and don’t add any
rumors or assumptions. Please use any information you
get just for the prayer request.

LOAVES & FISHES
Contact Linda Lippens
In partnership with the Watertown Moravian
Church, we provide dinner for our community free
of charge. The meal is served every Monday evening, except holidays, from 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
at the Watertown Moravian Church, 510 Cole
Street.

MEAL
August 5: Turkey
August 12: Pork Loin
August 19: Meat Loaf
August 26: Cook’s Choice

Please help keep our website
updated with current pictures of
church activities, ministries,
church grounds and church facilities. We are also looking for
new group pictures of the
church boards and committees.
Send pictures as jpg files to Dawn Westenberg at
dawn22658@gmail.com. We desperately need to
update the photographs currently on our website.

Ebenezer Kids took a
field trip last month to
Culvers! They had fun
and enjoyed a sweet
treat.
All kids in 6th grade and below are welcome
to join in! Once a month we hear a Bible
Story, enjoy crafts, games and snacks.
This month we will meet on Wednesday,
August 28th from 6:30-7:00pm. Join Us!

SERVERS
August 5: Methodist
August 12: Whitestone
August 19: St. Paul’s

August 26: Ebenezer
MENU SUBJECT TO CHANGE

August 4
Donald & Karol Wesemann
Bob & Tammy Meyer
August 11 & 18
Buzz & Diane Orval
Shelly & Bohdi Degrandt

LOOKING AHEAD…….
Ebenezer will be serving on September 30
Watch for sign-up sheets in the narthex.

August 25
Gerald & Paula Harris
Jozelle Roberts
Dalton Krueger
(Please contact Head Usher Alex Zubrod at
920-261-8289 if you would like to assist in this ministry.)

SAVE THE DATE !!
READY KIDS FOR SCHOOL DISTRIBUTION
SATURDAY, AUGUST 10, 2019 @
JEFFERSON COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS
8:00am – 10:00am – SET UP
10:00am – 12:30pm – DISTRIBUTION
12:30pm – 1:30pm – PACK SUPPLIES/CLEAN UP
You have generously donated your time in the past
to the “Ready Kids for School Distribution Program”.
We invite you to join us again this year as we support our students. We will reach out this Summer
to confirm your participation.
Contact Trudy Krueger to sign up to help or if you
have any questions. She can be reached at 920220-9626 or 3djtkrueger@charter.net.

No more practices.
We are off for the summer.

Pastor Katie Van der Linden
(610) 442-3790
IF NOT AVAILABLE
CONTACT
Tom Naatz, Vice-Elder Chair
(920) 699-3118

Member Reconnection Program
The Day has Finally Arrived! On Sunday August
4th, we kick off our new “Member Reconnection
Program.” This program is designed to welcome
people back and make sure we are caring for
one another. The number one reason why people
leave church is that nobody ever notices. Sadly,
this is true for most churches, including Ebenezer. We do not wish for that to happen again. We
know there are many people who are part of our
family who do not know they are missed. We do
not want a single person at Ebenezer to ever feel
that they do not matter to our congregation. This
program is the perfect way to remind everyone
just how important they are.
Beginning on Sunday August 4th, small red notepads (pew pads) will be in each pew in church.
During the offertory, those attending (members,
friends, visitors) will be invited to sign the pad,
which includes an area if special contact is requested. After 6 weeks, the elders will contact
those who have been unable to attend church.
The purpose of the call is to make sure you are
well, check in and see if there is anything you
need and invite you to church if you are able. The
Elders hope to discover how our members are
and if there are challenges to worship that we are
unaware of. The more we know, the better we
can serve. We look forward to connecting and
making sure every member knows that he/she
matter to Ebenezer Church.

CEF is looking for an additional Sunday school teacher
to join in the rotation of teachers for the elementary Sunday School class.
This
teacher would join Kris, Tom,
and Shelly in leading the elementary class about once per
month.
If you are interested being a
rotating teacher, being a substitute teacher, or
would like to learn more about this opportunity
to serve, please contact Tom Naatz (920)-2489452.

MORAVIAN WOMEN
The Moravian Women take off for
the summer months and will begin
meeting on the 1st Wednesday of
each month in September.
If you are an ‘on-line buyer’ and purchase from AmazonSmile.com,
Ebenezer is now part of their Charity Support Program.

If you have any questions, please
call Linda Rabbach - 699-3781.

What this means for you, is that for every purchase you make on
AmazonSmile.com, Ebenezer will receive a portion of your order as a
donation to the church. It’s as simple as that. All you need to do is
make sure you are using AmazonSmile.com and not Amazon.com.
On your initial purchase you will need to select Ebenezer Moravian
Church as the recipient of your donation. We will automatically receive quarterly payments.
If you have any questions on how this works, feel free to contact
Dawn.
At the May meeting of the
Mt. Morris Camp and Conference Center Board of
Directors, the decision
was made to change the name of this ministry to Mt. Morris Camp and Retreat Center.
Replacing the word “Conference” with
“Retreat” is more consistent with the mission
of the camp and is a better representation of
what we are able to provide. Our logo has
been updated and over time you’ll see the
change reflected throughout the camp. Even
though the name is different, don’t expect anything less than the great hospitality and facilities that you have come to know!

This year the children’s
Sunday School program
will take on a different format from in the past. The
adult class will continue to
meet at 8:45 am.
The older youth (Confirmation age and older) will now
meet as a once a month bible study in the evening as
scheduled.
The elementary and kindergarten-nursery classes will
meet during the church service. Students will report to
the sanctuary for the beginning of the service for a chat
with the pastor and will then proceed to their respective
classrooms.
Dawn Westenberg will continue to teach the kindergarten-nursery class. The elementary class will be team
taught by Kris Schefft, Tom Naatz, Shelly Degrandt and
we are looking for one more teacher to fill the rotation.

With the retirement of Jim Stannard, we are
excited to welcome our new Facilities Director
– Kelly Muzzy – to Mt. Morris. Kelly has spent
the last 23 years as a high school math
teacher and coach, and has recently relocated
to his hometown of Wautoma. Kelly worked
with Jim during the month of May and now has
taken over the reins. We look forward to a
great future with Kelly as part of our team.

We will be using a new curriculum entitled “All Together
Now” and “All in One Bible Fun”. We hope that this will
give parents a chance to participate more freely in the
church service while providing bible study and activities
to their children during that same time.
This Sunday School format will be evaluated by the
Christian Education and Fellowship (CEF) committee at
the end of the calendar year to determine its effectiveness and continuation.

RIVERFEST WORSHIP
August 11th @ 8:30am
Every year, Riverfest welcomes thousands of
people to the area for a great time of music,
festivities, crafts and more. Although Watertown has many, many churches, a spiritual
presence has never been offered at Riverfest,
until now! The Watertown Clergy Roundtable reached out to Riverfest and inquired about worship
on Sunday morning. They were very thrilled to invite us to use the stage and area for worship in the
morning. No, we are not cancelling our worship scheduled for 9am. However, we would encourage
you to attend Riverfest worship as an alternative to support spiritual growth in our community. It is
important to meet people where they are and this is a great opportunity to do so!

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

LOOKING AHEAD:

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2

3

8

9

10
Jefferson School
Supply Distribution

September 14: Youth movie night and lock-in
September 30: Ebenezer serves @ Loaves & Fishes

4

9:00am Worship
10am Fellowship
Member Reconnection Program
begins

5

5-6pm Loaves &
Fishes Meal

6

7
6 pm Book Club
@ Rock River
Pizza

6pm CEF

4M CAMP — August 5-7 @ Mt Morris

11

12

13
6pm Trustees

14

15
8:30am Shared
Community Mission Group
Meeting @
Christ UMC

16

17
8:30am - 2pm
VBS @ Watertown Moravian
“Gone Fishing”

18

19

20
4:30-8:30pm
School Supply
Distribution @
St. Henry’s

21

22

23

24

28
6-7:30pm
Ebenezer Kids

29

30

9:00am Worship
Communion
10am Fellowship
Membership
class after worship
BDCleaning
(instead of 8/16)

9:00am Worship
10am Fellowship
Membership
class after worship

25

9:00am Worship
10am Fellowship
Membership
class after worship
BDCleaning
(instead of 8/30)

5-6pm Loaves &
Fishes Meal

5-6pm Loaves &
Fishes Meal
12:30 setup
4:30-7pm School
Supply Distribution
@ St. Henry’s

26

5-6pm Loaves &
Fishes Meal
EBENEZER
SERVES

6pm Youth Adult
Bible Study
27

